Lecture Outline, “The Fertility Gap: Barriers to Fertility Around the World”
I. Introduction: What Is the Fertility Gap?
Definition: difference between desired and actual number of children.
Many people desire more children than they ultimately have.
Importance of the issue: demographic decline, aging populations, economic consequences.
Main thesis: fertility is shaped by economic, social, cultural, and spiritual factors.
II. The Demographic Context
We are nearing a demographic winter, despite persist worries regarding overpopulation.
Women around the world are having less than 2.1 children, which is set by demographers as a replacement fertility rate.
Japan is the first ageing society, but not the only one.
III.  Barriers to Fertility
Coercive population-control policies (e.g., China’s One-Child Policy)
Economic barriers: housing, childcare, education, labor instability.
Social barriers: delayed marriage, work-family conflict, changing family structures.
Health and reproductive issues: infertility and delayed childbearing.
Environmental and apocalyptic concerns.
IV. Judeo-Christian Perspectives on Fertility
Fertility is viewed as a blessing in the Bible.
Family is the foundational social institution.
Are people of faith having more children than non-believers?
John Paul II’s metaphor: Culture of Life vs. Culture of Death.
V. Policy and Cultural Responses
Economic freedom and family formation.
Affordable housing and childcare reform.
Flexible labor arrangements.
Need for hopeful, pro-family cultural narratives.
VI. Conclusion
The fertility gap reflects unrealized human aspirations.
The issue is multidimensional: economic, cultural, social, and spiritual.
Long-term flourishing depends on strong families and freedom.


