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'The Postsecular Prophets

Christian Realism for Terrifying Times: A Trans-Atlantic Introduction




“The End of History,”
Fukuyama and his infamous
political prediction

“The Death of God,”

secularization theory and 1ts
infamous religious predictions

Exclusive humanism and “A
Secular Age”

On airports and Big Macs: 1s
neo-liberal capitalism producing
globalist homogeneity?
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Experience the local speciaitie

Immanuel Kant’s Democratic Peace Theory gets “Supersized”




History: reports of its end have
been greatly exaggerated

Waves of populism, nationalism,
and polarization are sweeping
the world (nor 1s this primarily

an “American-led” movement)

La revanche de Dieu, the global
resurgence of religion and the
transformation of international

relations

“Modernization” clearly #

“Westernization”




'The Postsecular Prophets: Christian Realism for

Terntying Times

1. Remhold Niebuhr and the “American School”: Christian Realism for the Ascendant
Superpower

9. Herbert Butterfield and the “English School”: Christian Realism at Empire’s End
3. Abraham Kuyper and the “Amsterdam School” : Christian Realism for the Middle

Power
4. Postsecular Prophets? Some Preliminary Conclusions

5. A Few Suggestions for Enthusiasts




The sad duty of polltlcs |s to
establlsh justlce ina smful

o B Bworld. -
P i:'rnhold Nlebuhr .

Reinhold Niebuhr and the “American School”

Augustine for the Ascendant Superpower




Remhold Niebuhr

Does Civilization Need
Religion? (1927)

Christianity and Crisis (1941)

Against the pacifists, the “social
gospel” and the belief 1n

progress
But hardly forthe

fundamentalists

the irrationalit

Reinhold Niebuhr

“The World After the War”: A
Niebuhrian mfluence on John

Foster Dulles, the FCC, and the
United Nations?




Realism and Idealism are not

doctrines but rather dispositions

Realism, to be realist, must be
rooted 1n an Augustinian
anthropology (non-dualist,
skeptical of the human heart).

Fgocentricity 1s the great danger,
“this tendency of the self to
make 1tself 1ts own end or even
to make 1tself the false center of
whatever community 1t inhabits”

(exclusive humanism).

Egoism 1s not, for Niebuhr, a
solution but the problem




Man's capacity for justice
| o makes democracy
The solution to cgolsin 1s not primarily fc‘ar, i :
as 1n the pagan realist quadrilateral (egoism, pOSS|ble, but man s

anarchy, groupism, power politics).

The Augustinian solution 1s /ove. inc“nation to iniUStice
“Commonwealths are bound together by a makeS demOCI'aCY

common love, or collective interest”

(Niebuhn). necessary.

“higher” and “lower” political orders are
determined by the more beatific or debased
loves toward which 1t bends
Reinhold Niebuhr

QUOTEHD.COM American Theologian




THERE IS NO GURE FOR THE
PRIDE OF A VIRTUOUS

NATION BUT PURE
RELIGION.

Reinhold Niebuhr

PICTUREQUOTES .com-

“A realism becomes morally cynical or
nihilistic when it assumes that the universal
characteristic in human behavior must also be
regarded as normative. The biblical account of
human behavior, on which Augustine bases his
thought, can escape both illusion and cynicism
because 1t recognizes that the corruption of
human freedom may make a behavior pattern
universal without making 1t normative.”

Reinhold Niebuhr

“Every earthly peace 1s good as far as 1t goes.
But they will not have had 1t long for they used
it not well while they had 1t.”

Augustine
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For Niebuhr, commonwealths constituted by common loves were the units of the iternational system. Fear, anarchy, and groupism
were not the normative features, but simply common characteristics of the widescale pluralism of broken hearts, societies, and
mstitutions of a world rent by sin.
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‘ Herbert Butterfield §

“The Whig Interpretation of History” at the Twilight of Superpower




Herbert
Butterfield At 1

HISTORY, PROVIDENCE, AND SKEPTICAL POLITICS

- Diplomatic Investigations and the Kenneth B. Mclntyre
British Committee on the Theory of .
International Politics

« “I value every one of the fifty-two
miles that separate Cambridge from
Westminster”

o The Statecraft of Machiavellr,
Christianity Diplomacy and War,
International Conflict in the
Twenteth Century

« The Whig Interpretation of History




THE GREATEST OBSTACLE TO THE
UNDERSTANDING OF THE HISTORY OF
SCIENCE IS OUR INABILITY TO UNLOAD OUR

MINDS OF MODERN VIEWS ABOUT THE
NATURE OF THE UNIVERSE.

- HERBERT BUTTERFIELD -

The Whig Interpretation of History, in which modern-day moral values “intrude on historiography” and construct a kind of “drama of

good versus evil” was “the worst kind of history.”




Herbert
Butterfield

« Leopold van Ranke: “nothing in the
world can ever be regarded as
existing merely for the sake of
something else”

« “all generations are equidistant from

God”

« Our ancestors are more than useful/
they are our nerghbors, and God has
specific commands about how to
treat neighbors (including the
bearing of ‘false witness)




“T'his preoccupation with transcending
the historian’s cultural and 1deological
perspective — with putting onesell 1n the
place of others through a mighty

Was Butterfield just another empirical- exercise Of Sympathetic imagination,
positivist as his critics claimed? : .

Assailing the Whiggish interpretation under standlng, d SUSpEnsion of

for ‘b?l,f}g ,Vfﬂue laden™ in favor of judgment, and ultimately Christian love
positivist history?

- would bear fruit later in Butterhield’s
analyses of diplomacy and his

:ifhlls 1S tltle most difficult task for the pYGSCI‘iptiOHS to statesmen.”
iplomat.

“The past is a foreign country”

Albert M. Coll, The Wisdom of
Statecralt




~ Herbert Butterfield = = - # ’ Lk




But the greatest menace to our civilization today

is the conflict between giant organized systems

of self—nghteousness ~‘each system only too

delighted to find that the other is wicked - each

only too glad that the sins give it the pretext for
still deeper hatred'and animosity.

|

The problem of fear amidst
worldview pluralism

The otheris always an object
of fear, even 1f we have no
rational justification, because
of a basic Hobbesian

dilemma ntrinsic m anarchy.




"In the total expanse of
human life there is not a
square inch of which the

Christ, who alone is

sovereign, does not

declare, "That is mine!""
- Abraham Kuyper -

Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920)

Calvinism vs. Modernity in a Middle Power Low Country




Abraham Kuyper

- Kuyper, the modern preacher, UNBELIEF AND
meets Piege Baltus REVOLUTION

Guillaume Groen van Prinsterer

« Recovering Calvinism: the ant-
TRANSLATED BY HARRY VAN DYKE

thesis, human rationality, and
exclusive humanism

SOISSVID WYHXT'T

« Groen van Prinsterer’s “anti-
revolutionary” history

« Calvimism agammst modernism, but
for pluralism




Abraham Kuyper

‘Worldviews, worldviews
everywhere

There 1s no neutral politics.

All human culture, just as with

S b i

: : & .
B ! I " human hearts, are either
‘qu 8 v .
A directed toward or away from
4 LES s
ik God.

All stand on either the rock of
faith, or the sand of rival gods.




Religion and the history of
peoples and nations

Augustine mspired
historiography: what do we
love?

The organic nation




The best, the only,

the absolutely certain proof

of the truth of Christianity The problem of pluralism:
is that unless its truth is presupposed, can politics bridge this
there isno pr.oof f)f anything. divide?
Christianity is proved |
as being the very foundation But how do we bridge
of the idea of proofitself. worldviews?

~Cornelius Van Tl - The challenge of a

presuppositional apologetic

Common grace and the

A

Imago Der
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Postsecular Prophets

s: Some Preliminary Conclusions

sm for Terrifying Time

Christian Reali




They were agamnst
modernism and so
anticipated much of
“postmodern” politics but
could not be counted
among them.

Where late and
postmodernism doubled
down on exclusive
humanism, these thinkers
all rejected that basic
tenet.




This also meant a
rejection of historical
materialism, “the race for
calories and power” (and
a rejection of utopianism
or 1dealism).

That rejection took
religious form,

Augustinian for each.

What about

Furocentrism?




The problem of
pluralism and ethics.

It also creates the
problem of sliding into
only “elite” diplomacy.
We cannot default to
secular categories of

religion.

But it also anticipated the
postsecular turn.




« Niebuhr, Butterfield, and
Kuyper give us a picture
of Christian Realism 1n
three rival geopolitical
contexts, concrete
manifestations of
Niebuhr’s disposition

« They each argue political
socleties are not rooted mn
eroupist fear, but
collective loves




Bridging systems of rival
loves, and the fear those
rivalries create, 1s the
tremendously dithcult task
of the diplomat

Such an mternational
relations zs a kind of
anthropology, even a kind
of theology
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A Few Suggestions for Enthusiasts
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A QUARTER CENTURY OF THE *CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS’

REINHOLD NIEBUHR & THE PROBLEM OF PARADOX
By Marc LiVicels

THE GREAT WAR & THE DAWN
OF THE AMERICAN CENTURY

By Josuri Locunix

WILL LHR[QTI ANITY SURVIVE IN THE MIDDLE
STIAN PERSPECTIVE
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